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papers on the ſubject of MILITIA ; and yet, partly from indo- 
lence, and partly from deſpair, I reſolved to give myſelf no 
trouble about the matter, till I got the Letter from a country- 


I HAVE read all the letters that bare lately appeared in tie 


gentleman to his neighbour, as it is entituled, in. the. Courant of 


February 10th. That letter, I confeſs, has had the effect of an in- 
flammatory addreſs to my paſſions, and bas awakened in my breaſt 
that national pride which, he ſays, has been the curſe of this country. 

The firſt impulſe of that public paſſion, I own, would lead me 
to treat with neglect fo falſe and inconſiſtent a compoſition ; but 
as the boldneſs of the writer's aſſertions, and the plauſible le! in 
which hejhas gonveyed his ſentiments, may poſi 
ſome well-meaning cople, k ſhall examine his l tte 
tention. My 

I ſhall not defend the ſentiments, — much leſs the ſtyle of the 
firſt letter-writer, nor engage in criticiſm with this nice and accu- 
rate country- gentleman. Careleſfsneſs or abſurdity of expreſſion 
are not the faults I find with him: baſeneſs of mind, or abſurdity 
of thought, are his errors; errors to which an imagination heated 
with great objects is not incident. His very firſt paragraph, in , 


which he has diſplayed his talent for fine writing, is a proof of 
both: for there he complains of the author of the firſt letter, for 
reviving odious diſtinctions, which the Legiſlature of Great Britain 
has, ever ſince. the Union, taken ſo much pains to put an end to; 


whereas that writer juſtly complains that the Parliaments have not 


of late followed their old courſe, and purſued every poſſible method 


of putting an end to odions diſtinctions; but have (unawares per- 


haps) created a new one, by refuſing us the important and valu- 


able privilege of arms, which they have given to the Engliſh, Such 

is the head of this ſelf-conceited writer: and as for the baſeneſs of 
his mind, no ſtronger proof need be given than what ariſcsfrom 
this ery aſſage, in which he treats the forme _ _ 
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Ls reviving edibus —— 2 15 — he RET PI of his 
+ performance, reyiyes the maſt odiouy-aiſtinttion of all, With a A 
llence and malice that no Scotſman ever diſcovered ibefore-+ . 
H next paragraph is calculated · not only to ſhew, that an * 
perbohcal deſcription is not /iterally true, but likewiſe, that this 
c *cquntry is not in ſuelra depopulatedſtaxe; "ay to need the eftabliſh. 
ment of a Militia to repeople che country. In this reſpect he dif- 
1 fers widely from former writers againſt a Militia: and ſuch a well 
5 informed Nad able country. gentleman may be allowed to differ 
from others, provided he does not differ from himſelf. But when, 
In the ſame period, he repreſents the country both as depopulated 
and not depopulated, both as rich and poor, what regard is to be 
paid to him! If} we look into the churches or markets, ſays he, 
„ we ſhall ſee whether our country appears to he in @ depopulated 
: Hate; but if we obſerverthe ſcarcity of men-ſervants, and the high 
fate of wagt: What then? why, it would be a groſs miſtake 
Js reſo ove” this entirely into the numbers gone abroad. " ſhall not 
be entirely reſolved into that. But if men:ſervants are ſearce, 
and wages high, is it not true that we want people? O! but, 
anſwers this' racinus' adept in political arithmetic, 3 of 
women-ſervants is great too! Men-ſervants are ſcarce anddtar ; but 
womeneſervants are ſcarce and dear too. No regiments f women 
: far 1 as — calls them, to ſhew his reading,) have been 
5 1 ene abe ſcarcity of amen: ſervants does net ariſe from 
| ent of men ave been t. he. - Jef eſt, this 
0 1 e r 2 ee 
An hyperbole, it ette the fates true ; 
and Aar the advanced rate of the womens wa to theix 
15 being employed i in placę of the men 'that are n = 
In the ſame manner he calls us poor and rich tn a hap poor 
— i compariſoh of rich nations, and rich in cumpariſon of poor nati- 
13 ons; which ig a BY important diſcovery ! Buche thoutd learn to 
think of poptilouſnefsn a relative ſenſe too; and to perceive, that 
hee complaint of '{carcity of hands does not abſolutely mean that 
thefeare few hands, but only that there are few bands campared 
with the neceſſary work. 
| He foriclitdes this great pafagraph by faying; And did we care. 
Full ATW the meaſures pointed out to us by the Britiſh Parliament, | 
we ſhould eon betomy rich and* powerful, and riſe aboue every pe. | 
ele, of contempt,” I ds not kfiow what meaſures he means, except 
| it” be ths Union, which he mentions in the beginning of the ſen- 
tence: and, if it is that, let him take notice, That it is in the care- 
ful purliüt of the principles of chat Kappy meaſure, to obtain a ful! 
* obſervation of that great covenant, and to render it 
cbmplete, that the preſentſcheme of a new application to parlia- 


e eftakew; pn * and 
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1 ms to ene every ſpecies of contempt, Sothithh | 
, it would ſeem, he admits that we, at preſent, ly under 
33 of contempt;; though downwards, in his- Jetter, be 


takes a great deal of pains to ſhew, that we are not objects of that 
1 were 3 1 are power and honor, and po- 


- Femme dan wheat tune it may kinn 


| found 5 himſelf; . 


0 = oma ee oy os et e ſhall fob , 


In his next paraprapl „wich is a long one, . 


- fects to be ignorant the moſt common figures of-ſpeech, and 


_ abuſes the firſt letter-writer; for daring. to preſume to pervert 
the intention of an att of parliament, and clothing it with ex» 


preſſions equally innidious and falſe. * One would imaghhe, from 


this paſſage, that the author was in reality a right 


. ſimple coun- 
try-gentleman, who knew nothing about acts of parliament, 


and believed, that the Legiſlature had, in expreſs terms, decla- 


red fmething or other with relation to a Scots Militia, though 
they did not 'e/othe thetr act with falſe or invidious "expreſſions. 
No, no; this affected ignorance will never do. Our author 


ſeems to know the legal well paved high; road to riches and 


jad) : "WE: che e re of ſome gere a. 83 | 


pawer 
too well to paſß for a ſimpleton: he knows too well how to flat- 


He next proceeds to enumerate — Doh —.— 3 


n the Treaty of Union, which every man of common 


ſenſe admits of in their full extent. But I "Koop he will find 
very few, who, like him, will hold chem as favours for which we 
dught to be grateful to England, or confider them as diſtinctions, 


| Eſtabliſhed, er gratra; merely for 'our-behoof. / But he, tbank- 


ful man that he is! takes every thing by the lump, expreſs ſti- 
lations at the Union, regulations of police, laws favourable to 
de or manufacture, made ſince we were one nation, the ex- 


: bat, of the . of che eroum, and the. abolition of | N 
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1 
derived hom dhe Union, mt of quirk rture from 
the principles of it. We are now a part of your great common- | 
wealth, we are members of your body; you have cheriſhed us 
with care, and it was no more than your duty and your intereſt 
to do ſo. Tou have made us partakers, in many reſpects, of your 
wiſeand juſt policy ; do not deſtroy. the praiſe of your juſtice, by 
a ſingle act of injuſtice. You have unfettered, you have clothed 
your legs and your feet; put arms of defence upon them too, as 
1 upon your head and your breaſt; then will enn 

our whole body in vulnerable. 

ry ee Hem a great deal e ee that we are 
not the objects of the contempt of the Engliſh in other 
be comes directly to the Militia; and petulently alls, If — 
be any indignity in refuſing, us the ſame method of — they have 
talen to themſelves t anditben calls upon his country to lay afide its 
national pride. A very hopeful ſon ſhe has of him truly ! ! Obut, 
days he, there can be no indignity in nos truſting us with arms, be- 
" cauſe that would take ſix af ſeven thouſand 3 from our infant 
_ agriculture and manifattures. Not a word of the hands that are 
taken for life into the army, One would think our author had 
read Sifter Peg as a ſerious Aer, and drawn his ideas of 
from that merry e. We are told there, indeed, that 
Bumbo, in his great ſpeechy commended M. Lurchur extremely , and 
2 2k 55 to. 122 1 125 pond: =o "us Was 2 be e 


He 2 Men ene Det indiaity 0 K 85 
5 us with arms, for another reaſon; that is, becauſe we are 
. dee them. Here he ſeems to have a very deep deſign : for ha- 
flattered the Englifh ſufficiently 4 I think he intends, 
place, to intimidatethat nation. One would imagine, in- 
— that to make this menace formidable, he would have ſuppoſed 
the rotation fully to have taken place among the Scots; and when 
once the-whole of this proud paiſionate people were bred to arms, 
he might have inſinuated that nobody. could foreſee what might 
happen. But that did not ſuit with his next paragraph about idle- 
neſs ; and therefore he ſuppoſes that the remaining Scots, after the 
Mibtia are ẽſtabliſhed, — 25 may be about 1 50, ooo kghting men), 
vom he juſt now W as ſo deſperately warlike, and ſo 


fond of the martial atchievements of their anceſtors, e 1 


Aly tame and paciſc. at the end of three years, and quietly 
F turn to ſhine in arms to che men already in — Ga of 
them. e is a very cowardly country- gentleman this, who thinks 
fix thouſand Militia e eee both England and Scotland! 

I hall not follow him through his next argument, by Which by 
be would. prove the GETTING: of the A Parliament, in 
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; not have anſwered the 24 cs of a 2 22 
Por though, with his uſual conſiſtenc in $ the heroes of 
bis former, article to nothing in th 9 nent, upon 
05 the whole, is but trite, and has title © his char riſtical inge- 


muity init; and therefore I ſhall nt J not lengthen my letter by * 
; dig it an anſver. 17 7 
In his next ent, however, he follows no beaten path; and 
I vil rain mytzlf much but 1 ha 11 find. an anſwer to that. It 
zs the great oppoſition the Militia met With in England. Pray 
r th the peculiar clęarneſs and force of it, taken in connexion 
with what goes before. The Parliament /addled the Engliſh with 
a Militia, becauſe they were ayerſe to it: they did not ſaddle the 


Scots with it, "becauſe they were defirqus of i it, (a very kind par- 
Harhent truly !) There was great oppoſition in England, where 


they did not * like that law: what i the. E N Let us op- 


pole it in Scotland, becauſe we do like it This is the natural con- 


Außen. He gives it a turti; indeed, by expreſſing himſelf thus, 


Shall we wantorily w to bring upon 55 r/elves 4 burden But. 


Here he gives us the flip; for 6 10 he 5 truly that there 
were oppoſitions and obſtruftions, he omits to tell what there s 
i now, and conceals the following, ne fact, That the. 
commons have one through the ne; : Bill for Eng 
dich amends the former 48s, and a i of thin u ee, 
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anſwers to. "eve 


jection; a a taker tt TE nahimous 
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He coneludes this paragraph, SOR avargument; but'with 


«fi and a bold one it is! To give it ill more” energy . 
fo reve it into the form of ro gre wa Shall u 5 
like the Cappadocians,” run back to /lavery I muſt inte 

in my turn. Was i it i ꝛorance or* cunning that madehim p 
the Cappadocians into is? ſervice | ? did he. ſeize them in bs 
X of being't che firſt occupant,” which would: give bim a right £6 5 


poſſeſſion? I ſhall not endeavour to them from him: burt 
this nuch J will ay; in excuſe for the poor Cappadocians, That af 


| cheir liberty was offered them by the Romas, who r 
themſelves' the power of the Word, by which alone If 


can 
be preſerved,” a a have veiy property fd; TER; 


Fat law, Th. Far although ry e e , RH mitt 
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